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2008 wintering raptor survey in Dacheng wetlands, Ganghua County
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We conducted a wintering raptor survey during Dec. e &b

1512008 to March 13 2009 at Dacheng wetlands, and
recorded 8 species dfurnal raptorsCircus spphad the
highest number, a total of 21 individuals, inclugit
Eastern Marsh Harrier€{rcus spilonotus)2 Pied
Harriers C. melanoleucgsand 2 Hen Harriers3
cyaneuywere identified. This is the first report of the
threeCircus sppsympatric wintering in Taiwan. The
maximum number o€ircus sppwas counted on Jan"6
2009 including 15 Eastern Marsh Harriers and 1 Pied
Harrier. In addition, the endangered spedi@sental
White Stork Ciconia boyciang was also found
wintering at Dacheng wetlands. Due to habitat ckang
caused by afforestation policy at Aoku wetlands,
Dacheng wetlands have become the most important
wintering ground ofCircusspp.in Taiwan. Because of
the unique habitat preference@ifcusspp, we need
more actions on conservation to protect Dacheng

wetlands.
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